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North Korean Government, they know that 
the offer is real, and I reiterate it today. 

President Kim. Yes, at this morning’s 
summit meeting, I believe that I am most 
satisfied with the fact that we were able 
to have a frank and open discussion, and 
we were able to reconfirm that we are close 
allies; not only are our two countries allies, 
but I believe that we have become close 
personal friends as well. And so I believe 
that we will be able to learn a lot from 
each other and that we will be able to 
understand each other more and better in 
the future. And we were able to have an 
open and frank dialog, and I am most satis-
fied about that. 

And the second point is that at today’s 
summit meeting, even before we had the 
summit meeting, we had agreed that we 
would talk on the four main issues and 
that we wanted to have concrete results 
on four areas, and that is to reconfirm the 
Korea-U.S. alliance. The second was to 
fight against terrorism and that we would 
work on a global scale in order to uproot 
terrorism and that we would continue to 
cooperate in order to do so. And third is 
for the North Korean WMDs and missile 
issue must be resolved. And this is, more 
than any other country in the world, it is 
a matter directly related to the security 
issue of Korea. The fourth issue is that 
for inter-Korean relations, to resolve the 
current issues such as the WMDs and the 

missile issue, we must resolve these issues 
through dialog. 

And so, regarding these four points, I 
concurred and I agreed with President 
Bush, and as was mentioned earlier, Presi-
dent Bush is more than ready to dialog 
with North Korea. And he has reiterated 
his position. And the Korean people, I be-
lieve, will be assuaged by this reiteration. 
And I believe that President Bush’s visit 
to Korea will reaffirm the alliance between 
our two countries and will also lay the 
foundation for inter-Korean relations and 
improvement in those relations. 

In the future, regarding economic issues, 
and also the Winter Olympics, which are 
being held in Salt Lake City, and also the 
World Cup, we are going to have to deal 
with security issues, and we agree that 
there will be a lot of cooperation between 
our two countries in order to ensure the 
security in those events. 

This concludes the joint press con-
ference. Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference 
began at 11:15 p.m. at the Blue House. In 
his remarks, he referred to President Kim’s 
wife, Lee Hee-ho; Chairman Kim Chong-il 
of North Korea; and President Jiang Zemin 
of China. President Kim spoke in Korean, 
and his remarks were translated by an inter-
preter. A portion of this news conference 
could not be verified because the tape was 
incomplete. 

Remarks at the Dorasan Train Station in Dorasan, South Korea 
February 20, 2002 

Mr. President, it’s a great honor to be 
here as your guest. Your love of democracy 
and example of courage have changed 
Korea, have challenged Asia, and inspired 
the great respect of my Government and 
my country. All your life you have seen 
the hope of change and progress where 

few could imagine it. You have shown that 
sometimes the conscience and will of a sin-
gle individual can move history. I admire 
your visionary leadership, and I thank you 
for your hospitality to Laura and me. 

We gather today surrounded by remind-
ers of the challenges to peace and stability 
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on the Korean Peninsula. President Kim 
has just shown me a road he built, a road 
for peace. And he’s shown me where that 
road abruptly ends, right here at the DMZ. 
That road has the potential to bring the 
peoples on both sides of this divided land 
together, and for the good of all the Korean 
people, the North should finish it. 

Traveling south on that road, the people 
of the North would see not a threat but 
a miracle of peaceful development, Asia’s 
third largest economy that has risen from 
the ruins of war. The people of the North 
would see more than physical wealth; they 
would see the creativity and spiritual free-
dom represented here today. They would 
see a great and hopeful alternative to stag-
nation and starvation. And they would find 
friends and partners in the rebuilding of 
their country. 

South Korea is more than a successful 
nation; it is an example to the world. When 
nations embrace freedom, they find eco-
nomic and social progress. When nations 
accept the rules of the modern world, they 
find the benefits of the modern world. And 
when nations treat men and women with 
dignity, they find true greatness. 

When satellites take pictures of the Ko-
rean Peninsula at night, the South is awash 
in light. The North is almost completely 
dark. Kim Dae-jung has put forward a vi-
sion that can illuminate the whole Penin-
sula. We want all the Koreans to live in 
the light. 

My vision is clear: I see a Peninsula that 
is one day united in commerce and co-
operation, instead of divided by barbed 
wire and fear. Korean grandparents should 
be free to spend their final years with those 
they love. Korean children should never 
starve while a massive army is fed. No na-
tion should be a prison for its own people. 
No Korean should be treated as a cog in 
the machinery of the state. 

And as I stated before the American 
Congress just a few weeks ago, we must 
not permit the world’s most dangerous re-

gimes to threaten us with the world’s most 
dangerous weapons. 

I speak for these convictions even as we 
hope for dialog with the North. America 
provides humanitarian food assistance to 
the people of North Korea, despite our 
concerns about the regime. We’re prepared 
to talk with the North about steps that 
would lead to a better future, a future that 
is more hopeful and less threatening. But 
like this road left unbuilt, our offer has 
gone unanswered. 

Someday, we all hope the stability of this 
Peninsula will be built on the reconciliation 
of its two halves. Yet today, the stability 
of this Peninsula is built on the great alli-
ance between the Republic of Korea and 
the United States. 

All of Asia, including North Korea, knows 
that America will stand firmly—will stand 
firmly—with our South Korean allies. We 
will sustain our obligations with honor. Our 
forces and our alliance are strong, and this 
strength is the foundation of peace on the 
Peninsula. 

American forces receive generous sup-
port from our South Korean hosts, and we 
are very grateful. Together, we are increas-
ing the effectiveness of our military forces, 
even as U.S. troops become a less intrusive 
presence in Korea, itself. 

Americans are also very grateful for the 
tremendous outpouring of sympathy and 
support shown by the South Korean people 
following the terror of September the 11th. 
Today, both our nations are cooperating to 
fight against terror, proving that our alli-
ance is both regional and global. 

The United States and South Korea are 
bound by common interests. Our alliance 
is defined by common values. We deeply 
value our own liberty, and we care about 
the liberty of others. Like the United 
States, South Korea has become a beacon 
of freedom, showing to the world the 
power of human liberty to bring down walls 
and uplift lives. 

Today, across the mines and barbed wire, 
that light shines brighter than ever. It 
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shines not as a threat to the North but 
as an invitation. People on both sides of 
this border want to live in freedom and 
want to live in dignity, without the threat 
of violence and famine and war. I hope 
that one day soon this hope will be real-
ized. And when that day comes, all the 

people of Korea will find in America a 
strong and willing friend. 

May God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:55 p.m. In 
his remarks, he referred to President Kim 
Dae-jung of South Korea. 

Remarks at a Dinner Hosted by President Kim Dae-jung of South Korea 
in Seoul, South Korea 
February 20, 2002 

Mr. President, Madam First Lady, thank 
you all so very much for your such gen-
erous hospitality. Laura and I are honored 
to be here. 

I’m told that in Korea, the color blue 
stands for elegance and dignity. Through 
your hospitality, Mr. President, these quali-
ties are in abundance tonight. 

Earlier today President Kim and I trav-
eled to the Demilitarized Zone and saw 
the line where freedom begins and ends. 
I was reminded there of the tremendous 
sacrifices paid by both South Koreans and 
Americans in defending that line. I met 
with men and women from both our na-
tions who defend that line today on behalf 
of everybody in this room. As always, their 
enthusiasm and dedication to duty and 
freedom and country was inspiring. 

At the DMZ, President Kim and I also 
saw the railway and the road that symbolize 
our common hopes that families and com-
merce, culture and ideas may one day trav-
el freely throughout the Peninsula. Presi-
dent Kim has offered the North a better 
way. He has offered them a vision of rec-
onciliation over rivalry. He has offered 
them the chance to fulfill new hopes in-
stead of feeding old suspicions. For the 
sake of all Koreans, I hope—and the Amer-
ican people hope—that the North does not 
miss this chance. 

Mr. President, by your unyielding love 
for liberty, you have written on the pages 

of history a story of uncommon courage 
and determination. Sustained by your 
strong faith, you endured hardships that 
most can hardly imagine, all for a simple 
idea, the idea that freedom belongs to 
every person, not just every Korean or 
every American but every Asian and every 
person on this planet. 

As you said in your Nobel lecture, and 
I quote, ‘‘Democracy is the absolute value 
that makes for human dignity, as well as 
the only road to sustain economic develop-
ment and social justice.’’ 

President Kim, Laura and I thank you 
for your friendship and your warm hospi-
tality, and the world thanks you for your 
leadership and your vision. The American 
people thank you and the Korean people 
for the sympathy and support you have 
given our Nation during these past difficult 
months. And most of all, my country thanks 
South Korea for a half-century of friend-
ship, a friendship that has brought great 
benefit to both our peoples, a friendship 
that has now matured into a great alliance 
for liberty. 

My toast tonight is that, may God con-
tinue to bless Korea and America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:11 p.m. at 
the Blue House. In his remarks, he referred 
to President Kim’s wife, Lee Hee-ho. The 
transcript released by the Office of the Press 
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